
ADGA YEAR END REPORT  
 
 
COMMITTEE: AWARDS 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR: Peter Snyder 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Kristina Bozzo-Baldenegro, Stephen Considine, Martha Griner, 
Betty Henning, Kevin Kinney, Nancy Lake, Jennifer Mellett, Sheila Nixon, Robin Saum, Helen 
Snyder, and Anna Thompson-Hajdik. 
 
 
STATEMENT OF GOALS AND OBJECTIVE OF THE YEAR: To consider and approve 
nominations submitted by the ADGA membership for the following awards: Director Emeritus, 
The Mary L. Farley Award, Helen C. Hunt Distinguished Service Award, Award of Merit, 
Friend of ADGA, ADGA National Convention Host Group Award of Appreciation, and Historic 
Herd names. 
 
SUMMARY OF WORK AND ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR: 
 
1. Considered a "The Mary L. Farley Award" nomination. Committee vote was 9 yes / 1 no /1 

abstain. This award will be presented at the awards banquet on Friday night. 
2. Considered a "Helen C Hunt Distinguished Service award" nomination. Committee vote was 

10 yes / 0 no / 1 abstain. This award will be presented at the awards banquet on Friday night. 
3. Considered a "Friend of ADGA" nomination. Committee vote was 11 yes / 0 no. This award 

will be presented at the awards banquet on Friday night. 
4. Considered a "Friend of ADGA" nomination. Committee vote was 8 yes / 2 no / 1 abstain. 

This award will be presented at the awards banquet of Friday night. 
5. Considered a Director Emeriti nomination for Linda Campbell. Committee vote was 10 yes / 

0 no / 1 abstain. (See Decisions requiring Board action). 
6. Received further information for the 2015 Historic Herd Name nomination for "Oakwood" 

owned by Mrs. V.E. Thompson. (See attachment). 
 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT/COMMITTEE EXPENSE: Expense of 5 plaques. 
 
PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED: None. 
 
DECISIONS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION:  
 
1. Consideration of Linda Campbell as Director Emeriti. (See nomination attachment). 
2. Approval of the Historic Herd Name nomination "Oakwood" owned by Mrs. V.E. 

Thompson. (See nomination attachment). 
 
WORK TO BE COMPLETED BY THE 2017 COMMITTEE: 
 
1. To continue soliciting nominations of worthy individuals and partnerships, who are deserving 

of recognition by ADGA that meets criteria as identified by any one of the recognized 
awards. 

2. To compile a list of all past award recipients. 
3. Review current rules and guidelines. 
4. Research information on all past award recipients and historic herd names and get them on 

the ADGA website. 
5. Any other issues as recommended by the BOD. 
 
 
Peter Snyder 
Awards committee chair 2016 



Individual 
Nomination 

 

Director 
Emeritus 

 

Criteria for the award: Must have served at least three (3) terms on the Board of 

Directors. Date: September 2016 

Nominated by: Dr. Joan Dean Rowe, Robin Saum 
 

Nomination Information: Linda S. Campbell 
2974 Stonyman Road 
Luray, VA 22835 

 
***ADGA Life Member - 40 continuous 

years joined ADGA on June 25, 
1975 

 
***Linda was first elected to the ADGA Board of Directors in 1982 and has served as a 
District III Director from that time to the present. She is the longest, continuous 
serving Director now in her 33 year of service to ADGA. 

 

***Linda has served on the Executive Committee from 1987 to 1996 and 2004-
present. Four of those years she served as President and the other years in various 
positions on the Executive Committee. 

 

***Linda has been a guiding force to the Directors during her tenure on the Board. 
Many board members and individual members alike have called on her many times 
for sage advice and words of wisdom. She is well known for her willingness to listen 
to all sides of an issue with an open mind and offer advice. 

 

***Linda was featured in the Pioneer Program in 2004 - Her Khimaira Farms has been 
involved in breeding goats since the 1970ies and has facilitated the sale of quality 
genetics around the world through exporting dairy goats. 

 

 
 

***Linda has provided email distribution lists through her Khimaira web hosting for all of 
the ADGA Committees including the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee. 
She provides these services at no charge to ADGA. Our committees could not function 
as efficiently as they do without these distribution lists. She has been providing this vital 
service for more than 10 years beginning in early 2000s with the exception of one year. 
That year ADGA attempted to have the email lists generated through the office but they 
did not function correctly and Linda very graciously reinstated the Khimaira lists. 



 

 

 
 

***Linda provides the valuable service of free web hosting to state and local clubs as 
well as benefit auctions for those in need of financial assistance. Local host groups for 
National Show and Annual Meeting have availed themselves of this service to assist 
with fund raising. The online auction support is a service to the dairy industry and to 
ADGA by providing a means to financially support key events during the year. 

 

***Linda is also known for her many, many years of promoting dairy goats on the 
national level to the USDA, APHIS, and ARS. She has served as President of the 
recently founded American Goat Federation which works to unite the goat industry to 
serve as one voice on the national level. 

 

 
 

***ADGA has relied on Linda through the years to help with IM/IT. When there is a 
problem, Linda is one of the first people to be contacted to help trouble shoot an 
issues. Many of us on not aware of this because it appears seamless. 

 

This year in particular, Linda has done at least a part time work schedule for the IM 
initiatives. She has taken the lead role in the web redesign and coordinated with the 
vendor and also done a large amount of the work on the website herself. If she hasn’t 
done the work herself, she has given the vendor numerous suggestions, website ideas, 
etc. Linda has also been instrumental in the member service applications on the 
website. Again, interacting with the vendor, doing extensive testing, making suggestions 
of software applications that are current, etc. This year Linda has tried to coordinate 
error tickets and worked with the office and the vendor to resolve ongoing issues. 
Without Linda’s guidance on IM we would not have our current successes. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

***Linda is an energetic, forward thinking individual. Below is an excerpt from the 2007 
Board of Directors meeting when Linda was running for the EC and it is a nice summary 
of Linda. 



 

I'm not the same person. I'm now wearing two pairs of glasses and I can't stay up 24/7 

for three weeks at a time. That's gone. But I think the experiences of our lives make us 

who we are, mold us into who we are and what we can offer. There have been good 

years and less than good years, good health and challenging health issues. And as many 

of us are beginning to understand the aging effects, we realize more and more the 

importance of goat milk to keep us going. 

 
My years serving ADGA have had a little controversy from time to time, just as Lelia 

(Berry) referenced last night. So we've been on opposite sides of issues with some of 

you sometimes and the same side at others, but we continue to work together. 

 
My personal goals for ADGA include helping ADGA move forward through some 

processes of some strategic planning for the future, long-range planning and goal-

setting that I think we've just not addressed in recent years. I'd also like to find ways to 

involve more of our members in more things in ADGA. Not just committees. There are 

other things that we can involve members in. And we need to be bringing these 

members in as some of us are aging enough to be rotating out. So we need to be 

bringing new ideas and new members into the Association. I think the other thing is I'd 

like to see us to continue the opportunities we can find with networking, interacting with 

our fellow members in the livestock industries with other species groups. That's been 

something I've appreciated the opportunity to do in recent years, and there's just 

amazing opportunities that we can bring to the goat industry by working with others in 

the livestock industry. 

 

And having three businesses that involve goats in some way, including the farm that I've 

had for about 35 years -- not as long as some -- and also having had a commercial dairy 

during that time -- so I appreciate the consideration of my name for president or any other 

position on the EC on which you may choose for me to serve. Thank you. 



 

Linda has worked tirelessly in promoting ADGA and the dairy goat in her lifetime. She 
has brought a tremendous amount of time and talent to ADGA with her goat 
husbandry, accounting and IT background. She is very deserving of this award and I 
hope you believe so as well. 

 

Thanks, 
Robin 
Saum 

 
Additional comments by Director Joan Dean Rowe, DVM, a co-nominator: 

 
The purpose of the Director Emeritus is to provide guidance to the Board based on 
experience, institutional knowledge, organizational history and specific expertise in 
areas that will serve the Board in its policy decisions and planning to best serve and 
advance ADGA’s mission. In addition to the contributions outlined in the nomination 
above, I believe that the Board would greatly benefit from Linda’s input and guidance in, 
among others, the following areas: 
 
1. Parliamentary procedure and maintaining order – Linda has long been a valued 

resource during meetings to assure the proper conduct of discussion and Board 
action. Her knowledge and skills could be utilized to orient new members on 
appropriate Board conduct. 

 
2. Government liaison experience – Linda Campbell’s experience interfacing with 

legislators, regulatory agencies and allied organizations is without doubt the most 
extensive in ADGA. Her experience working with government agencies such as 
USDA (including APHIS & FSIS) and FDA (MUADP) has earned her the respect and 
attention of many of our regulatory partners. Her networking and trust- building with 
allied industry partners in AGF, NIAA and ASI has established a professional 
credibility for dairy goats as an industry. Linda’s continued guidance as a Director 
Emeritus would be a strong benefit for the ADGA Board and would best position us 
for continued advancement of ADGA interests with these agencies and 
organizations. 

 
3. Livestock movement expertise - Linda’s specific knowledge of and experience with 

importing and exporting dairy goats and an in-depth understanding of infrastructure 
and processes both legislative and regulatory across a broad range of issues would 
benefit the Board in making sound policy decisions. 

 
4. Rural farmstead goat-related business experience – Linda’s unique background as a 

pioneer in agri-tourism brings expertise in creating sustainability by adaption to 
change and establishment of business opportunities in response to changing rural 
economic conditions. This experience would provide the board great wisdom in 
serving ADGA members in their pursuit of sustainable dairy goat enterprises. 

 
5. Current knowledge of the Information Management (IM) status of ADGA programs - 

As we move forward in this transitional year, Linda would be able to contribute in-
depth knowledge of the current IM issues as well as historical perspective. This 
insight will benefit the Board in its deliberations of IM decisions for the coming year 
and beyond. This reason alone is sufficient to consider this nomination with some 
urgency so as to have discussion from as many of the most experienced directors in 
the IM area as we consider IM issues at the 2016 meeting. 

 
Please give your most serious consideration to our 2016 nomination of Linda Campbell 
for ADGA Director Emeritus. Linda would be a valuable addition to the Board. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Joan Dean Rowe, DVM 
056735-4 



 

Historic Herd Name Nomination: Oakwood 
 
Mrs. V.E. Thompson “Gertrude” began raising and breeding Nubians in 1932. Her first and 
foundation doe was a mere 5 generations from Dr. Gregg’s three 1909 English imports, Holly 
Lodge Shingle, Wigmore Pansy and Brownie, the foundation of US Nubians. She was mated to a 
buck who within four to five generations traced directly back to the 1920 Mowat importation 
into British Columbia. This cross was acclaimed by early Nubian historians to have produced 
four does who were “super- Nubians”. Mrs. Thompson was the breeder of all four, even if she 
was not yet using the Oakwood prefix. Three of these does became foundation brood dams in the 
Chikaming Herd, noted for early high production records. The first animal to carry the Oakwood 
prefix was a buck born on 4-4-1937. Three years later, the one “super-Nubian” which Mrs. 
Thompson had kept produced a buck kid sired by recently imported Malpas Ambassador. 
Oakwood’s Pride became AR Herd Sire #31, but died young and tragically from pneumonia, but 
after he had been mated back to his own mother to produce Oakwood Pride’s Duke, born 5-9-41. 
That buckling was sold to Miss E.E. Bustin, San Fernando, CA, to become the most successful 
sire ever used in the Bakri Herd. That same year a son of Oakwood’s Joyce, Horus Serape of 
Rancho La Habra, was sold to southern California where he would soon become the foundation 
sire of Hurricane Acres Nubians. 
 
Mrs. Thompson moved to Colfax, CA, in 1948 where a Pride daughter, Jeanette, would become 
Grand Champion Nubian at the California State Fair in 1947, 48, and 49. AR Vol. 1 was released 
in 1948, wherein Oakwood had the second highest number of Nubian records at nineteen. The 
Chikaming herd had the most with twenty-two, with the caveat that maternal antecedents had 
been bred by Mrs. Thompson! Oakwood Pride’s Duke had more AR daughters than any other 
Nubian buck. At the Second AMGRA National Show in 1947 his progeny were first place Senior 
Get-of-Sire. All three were owned by Effie Evans and the foundation matriarchs of Evania 
Nubians. A Duke daughter, Oakwood ‘s Duchess, was mated to imported Milkyway Garry, to 
produce Oakwood’s Garrison, who became foundation sire of the DaRuth herd, as well as AR 
Herd Sire #179 with ten AR daughters. Oakwood’s Commando, sired by Imp. Budlett’s Brutus, 
was used by Alice Tracy. A daughter, Margo, would be the dam of the first Cadillac Spotlight 
Sale consignment in 1956. 
 
The single most influential sire ever used at Hurricane Acres was a Jeanette son, Oakwood’s 
MacArthur. He became AR herd Sire #199 with nineteen AR daughters whose production aver-
age was 2186 milk and 90 BF. Three black with white spots daughters became permanent cham-
pions: Champagne Lady 1959, Chablis 1960, and Charade 1961. This trio was undefeated as a 
Senior Get-of-Sire entry fourteen times in the ring. Chablis was National Champion in 1962; 
Charade was Breed Leader for both milk and BF in 1962 and 1964. Although there were only 
two Oakwood Spotlight consignments in 1962 and 1967, earlier sales were literally saturated 
with nominations from direct Oakwood progenitors. In the first sale in 1954, five out of eight, 
1955 this was repeated, 1956 five of ten had an Oakwood sire, 1957 all six had Oakwood ances-
try, 1958 six out of seven, 1959 two out of three, 1960 two out of five, 1961 one out of four, 
1962 three out of five, 1963 one out of six, and 1964 five out of six. It remains virtually improb-
able that the extended pedigree of any US Nubian will not trace to an Oakwood predecessor 
once, and most likely multiple times. It can easily be summarized as the source prefix for all high 
performance Nubians, whether for production and type, and most often for both. 
 
Mrs. Thompson also bred a select group of Alpines beginning in the early 1950’s. Two of these, 
sired by a full brother to Naja Maestro, ended up in the Diamond herd in Wisconsin in the early 
1960’s; they were Oakwood’s Evangeline and Elsie’s Esther. Evangeline was mated to paternal 
uncle, Maestro, to produce the foundation doe for Triangle Acres Alpines. This small herd was 



 

active for about ten years before being dispersed. It had neither shown nor tested. However, once 
placed in other herds, eighteen made AR records from 1972 to 1977. An Evangeline daughter, 
Triangle Acres Echo, became ADGA National Reserve Champion and Reserve Best Udder in 
1975. At that same National Show, the first Produce of Dam was progeny of Triangle Acres 
Kimber, yet another Evangeline daughter. Again at the same show, a Kimber daughter was 
National Junior Champion. Evangeline daughters and grand- daughters comprised the first place 
Senior Get-of-Sire. Again at that same 1975 National Show, the National Champion and Best 
Udder was a great granddaughter of Oakwood’s Elsie who had remained in the Diamond Herd, 
where descendants of her daughter Diamond E.P. Flash elevated the Diamond herd to promi-
nence via that noted 1975 National Champion, Diamond Commander Flashy. The long and short 
of that 1975 National Alpine Show was that it was owned by progeny of those two Oakwood 
Alpines. Descendants are liberally dispersed across much of the nation. 



 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR OAKWOOD'S 
HISTORIC HERD NAME NOMINATION 
 
Compiled by Steve Considine, August 15, 2016 
 
The 2015 BOD referred  the nomination  for Mrs. V.E. Thompson's  "Oakwood's" prefix  for 
historic herd name status back to committee. Concerns were that all three requirements as 
outlined in Guidebook VI , C, 3, d (p.27 2016 ed.) may not have been met, in particular the 
first item that "the herd name is not currently being used". Items two and three were not 
challenged  as  Mrs.  Thompson's  Oakwood  Nubians  and  Alpines  made  significant  genetic 
contribution to both of those breeds for four decades, from the mid‐1930's to 1970's. The 
1967  Spotlight  Sale  catalog  said  of  an  Oakwood's  Nubian  buck  consignment:  “He  is  an 
Oakwood! Need we say more?" The Guidebook Appendix (p.150) How To Register A Herd 
Name itemizes further information about protecting a herd name and potential release. 
 
By  accessing  the  list  of  all  registered  goats  on  the  Subscription  Reports  site,  the  trail  of 
ownership and use of the Oakwood prefix could be reconstructed. Mrs. V.E. Thompson first 
used "Oakwood's" for three registrations in Vol. 58, the earliest birth being on a doe born in 
1936. In AR Vol. I she is listed as owning the "Oakwood's" prefix. Only 1 doe out of 16 on 
those lists in that volume (1948) is itemized on the subscription reports list. Additionally, a 
majority  of  Nubian  Spotlight  consignments  from  1954  through  1960  had  Oakwood's 
ancestry and the majority of those ancestors are not on the  list. Since that  list appears to 
contain  very  few  Oakwood's  animals  registered  prior  to  the  mid‐1960's,  it  is  not  an 
accurate accounting of the actual number of Oakwood's registrations during the first thirty 
years of Mrs. Thompson career. She died in 1976. Back in 1943, she had befriended a young 
exhibitor at the Ozark Empire Fair  in Springfield, MO. The friendship endured even while 
she  lived  in  California  from  the  late‐1940's  until  1972,  when  she moved  back  closer  to 
Edwin C. McDonald at Harrison, AR. She bequeathed not only her herd, but her prefix as 
well  to  Ed  and  his wife Donita  (neither  of whom were  blood  relatives).  The McDonald's 
herd was large and 150 some animals were registered by them using primarily "Oakwood", 
as opposed to the "Oakwood's" used by Mrs. Thompson. Sometime in the early 1980's, Ed 
failed to pay his dues and the prefix became available and was given to the Roy Mergenthal 
family  in  Indiana  (again  no  blood  relationship).  Ed  was  extremely  upset  by  this  and 
converted his registrations to "ECM Oakwood" beginning in 1986. ECM was both his initials 
and  assigned  ADGA  breeder  tattoo.  50  further  animals  were  registered  under  that  new 
prefix until Ed's death in 1996. For two 1984 births Mrs. Nora Jane Winters was allowed to 
use "Oakwood Hill." The Mergenthals only registered six American Nubians from 1983 to 
1988  births.  The  first  of  those  was  "The  Oakwood  Bub",  the  use  of  "The"  most  likely 
indicating that rights to use "Oakwood" were still pending. The other five were all sired by 
this buck and carried the "Oakwood" prefix. Further use of "Oakwood" was allowed when 
"The  Oakwood  Stables  .  .  ."  was  allowed  twice  in  1995  for  Nubians  owned  by  Marjorie 
Perrin. In 2000, two Oberhasli registrations were allowed using "The Oakwood's .  .  .", and 
owned by Karen Begin. That was the last use of the prefix on the list of all registered ADGA 
animals. "Oakwood" in any variation has not been used for fifteen years! 
 
Is  anyone  currently  the  owner  of  record?  Oakwood  remains  on  the  list  of  active  herd 
names; attempts to cross reference to either the alphabetical by owner/herd name list or 
herd name/owner list are not possible as Oakwood has not appeared on those lists at least 
since 2003  (the  last  year  accessed  in my archives). The  first  year  that  a  list  of protected 



 

herd names was also  included in the directory was 2006.  It remains a mystery as to how 
and why Oakwood got on that list and still remains. Neither the McDonalds or Mergenthals 
are  life  members.  Ed  McDonald  died  in  about  1996.  Beginning  in  2010  registered  herd 
names could be released by  the executive committee  if meeting  two out of  three criteria, 
(p.150 2016 ed.) Oakwood's would clearly meet the first. The other two are problematic, as 
the McDonalds registered some 150 animals using the Oakwood prefix over a period of ten 
years prior to adding the prefix ECM; the Mergenthals, 5 animals over a period of five years. 
The ADGA office is currently researching how long both of those memberships were; but it 
is certain that neither has been active since 2003. 
 
Since Mrs. Thompson's registered prefix was "Oakwood's" (not Oakwood as used by either 
the McDonalds or Mergenthals),  it  is  that name  that  should be added  to  the  list of ADGA 
historic herd names. There is already a precedent on that list as to how to avoid confusion. 
"Little Hill" was originally used by Mary Rock of Santa Barbara, CA. That herd name was 
added to the historic list at the inception of the program in 1981 with Rock in parenthesis 
after the name. Someone else was using it in Illinois at the time. I believe that this solution 
would mitigate problematic criteria and finally grant recognition that is well deserved. 
 


