
JUDGING MALES by Allan L. Rogers 
The buck is indeed half the herd, and it is appropriate that he compete in the show ring. In judging does, we are assessing the worth of the individual 
herself. Judging bucks is different, however. While we assess his ability to be able to physically reproduce, we primarily judge him as an individual 
only on those features which will affect his offspring such as soundness, body capacity, and dairy strength. Obviously, it is impossible to tell how 
much milk his daughters will produce, their butterfat test, or their length of lactation period. 
 
Unfortunately, many bucks have not been raised properly; consequently, when they are brought into the show ring, they may not present a true 
picture of their actual ability as a sire. Proper nutrition, freedom from disease, and good environment can affect a buck’s size of body development, 
and a lack of exercise can certainly make his legs appear weak. When they are in the ring, however, we have no choice but to judge them as we see 
them and cannot say, “If this animal had been better fed, he would be large enough, et cetera.” 
 
Because he has no mammary development, the buck’s appearance, dairy strength, and body capacity are all allotted more points than they would 
be on an adult doe. In addition, we must also assess evidence of abilities to reproduce. We should always remember, however, that the worth of a 
buck in the ring is the sum of his good qualities and not a sum of his bad ones. 
 
Appearance 

He should display strength and masculinity without coarseness. His lines should be clean cut, his parts should fit together properly, and he 
should move alertly. 

Dairy Strength 
He should display angularity, openness, freedom from beefiness, and animation. 

Body Capacity 
He should be large in proportion to size providing ample strength and vigor. 

Reproductive Organs 
Testicles should be approximately the same size and both carried in a strongly attached scrotum. He should have two cylindrical teats of 
medium size, space well apart. 

 


